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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 

2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 

Celebrating 

One Hundred 

Years of 

Serving the 

Fairfax 

African 

American 

Catholic 

Community 

Since 1922 
 

 

 
Mass: 11am Sunday 

Weekday Mass: Thursday at 9am during the school year 
Holy Days of Obligation: 6pm 

Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Birthday Blessings February 6th, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / February 13th 10:30 am 

3rd Sunday/February 20th, 2022/Thomas Clark Scholarship  
Synodal Listening Sessions – Please see any Parish Council Member 

4th Saturday/February 26th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal 

    

Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 30th 

              APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-SA/OLBS 

Mass Intentions:   African American Ancestors 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Morkunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo  
 Sr Jacinto Kimaro, CSESM / Sr. Rita Mary Mrema, CESM /Sr. Vickie Mrema, CESM 

    Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith      
Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith      

Music Ministry: Theresa Bumpers/Sandi Gay Chapman      
Praise Dance Coordinators: Megan Lipian  

Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison      
Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps  
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Background:  
Jesus continues his ministry of proclaiming the kingdom/reign of God in Galilee. Today, Luke insists that it is 
the liberating Word of God that draws people to Jesus, not the miracles that he works to support the truth 
of his preaching.  (Even those are not just “magic,” but often have a symbolic significance to them.  The 
miraculous catch of fish foreshadows the surprising long-term success of the apostles’ later preaching.)  
 
Today, at Jesus’s call, his first three disciples hesitate because of their unworthiness, but he insists that they 
will catch people.  As Paul says, “By the grace of God, I am what I am”. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• How has Jesus’s call already begun to change your own life? 

• How did the call of God’s grace come to you? In prayer? By reading? Through another person? 

• What excuses have you made for not answering Jesus’s call? 

• Who is Jesus sending you to catch?  
 
Practice:  
The psalm of the day is Psalm 138. Include it in your prayer each day this week.    

 ~ TeamRCIA 
 
Synodal Listening Sessions 
“Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is 
precisely this path of synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” This journey, which 
follows in the wake of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift 
and a task: by journeying together and reflecting together on the journey that has been made, the Church will 
be able to learn through Her experience which processes can help Her to live communion, to achieve 
participation, to open Herself to mission.” (usccb.com/synod) This will be an opportunity to reflect, as 
members of the Church, on what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church at this moment of history and how we 
are being invited to move forward together into the future bearing witness to Jesus Christ and furthering the 
mission of the Church, which is to bring all people to salvation through Jesus Christ. Every parish has been 
“encouraged to make use of existing “synodal” bodies, such as the Parish Pastoral Council and other ministry 
groups, to organize, facilitate, and give life to the Synodal Process in the faith community, while also reaching 
out to the peripheries and to those voices that are seldom heard.”  
 
The results of these listening sessions from the various parish groups will be summarized and given to the 
Diocese. The Diocese will summarize all the input they receive and submit a report to the United States 
Council of Catholic Bishops. The USCCB will summarize what they receive and submit a report to Rome that 
will be given to the synod to take place in 2023. If you have not already done so, we hope you will consider 
participating in one of these listening sessions, and encourage you to check out the websites cited above for 
more information. You might also consider spending some time in prayer this week asking the Lord to place 
upon your mind and heart what needs to be spoken aloud at this moment in the Church’s life. 
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AM 1260 The Rock Continues the Mass of the Month in 2022 for the Intentions of Our Listeners and 
Benefactors. Each month we have an opportunity to pray for and with one another at parishes around the 
diocese. Our February Mass is at St. Ignatius of Antioch Saturday, February 5th at 5:00 PM (Eucharistic 
Adoration and Confession 3:30-4:30PM). 

Catholic Cemeteries Association provides free monthly grief support groups in two formats: In-Office (3:00 
pm) at six Cemetery offices, and Virtually (5:00 pm) via Zoom.  Meetings are open discussion, surrounding a 
monthly topic, or whatever is on your heart.  The February 20th topic is “What’s Normal in Grief?”  We   off er 
a comfortable, private, and safe environment where you are free to explore your grief.  Come and be in the 
presence of those who understand. In-Offa cue Grief Support groups meet in the main off cue building at 
these cemeteries: All Saints, NorthBit eld; All Souls, Chardon; Calvary Cleveland; Holy Cross, Akron; Holy Cross, 
Brook Park; & St. Joseph, Avon. CCA follows the guidelines set by the CDC, the State of Ohio, and the Diocese 
of Cleveland regarding COVID-19 protocols. 

We will have Blackjack Sunday every 5th Sunday this year. Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 
30th. Blackjack Sunday/Community Meal immediately after mass in the ELC. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of SA/OLBS we encourage you to bring and share your stories 
about our school, church and parish. Bring photos to share, they will be copied and returned to you. We will 
also make a pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, our beginnings. November 2022. Details to 
follow. Thank you to everyone who assisted in making our 1st Blackjack Sunday a success! 
 
March 20nd,2022 The Bishop’s Seminary Brunch is an annual gathering of parishioners from across the 

Diocese of Cleveland who want to visibly show their appreciation for provide financial support for unusual and 

emergency needs of the seminarians. Please see Walter Napier for tickets. Cost is $50/person.  

Grandparent Workshops - March 28 & 30, April 4 & 6. Grandparents are vital to passing on the faith. The 
Office for Marriage and Family Ministry, will offer Saints Anne and Joachim Workshops. This will be an 
opportunity to talk about ways that grandparents can share their faith with their grandchildren and will offer 
some practical tools that can be used. The workshops will be offered at various sites throughout the Diocese, 
from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm and will include brunch & a closing Mass. Cost is $10 per person. Register 
online < https://tinyurl.com/Anne-Joachim >. 
 
Homeless Stand Down 2022 - This is the time of year when we have been used to soliciting donations of warm 
coats, boots, and clothing, as well as asking for volunteers. The Cathedral family has supported the HSD for the 
last few years with financial contributions. In 2022 the Stand Down will be held in April, but the need for warm 
clothing before that time is still quite important. Please know that, throughout the year, the Clothing Closet at 
the Bishop Cosgrove Center is a significant resource for those in need. Donations to the PIC collection go to 
toiletries, socks, and underwear; outer clothing is still mainly through donations. Please keep them in mind 
this winter. 
 
APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-Saint Adalbert/Our Lady of the 

Blessed Sacrament: 2022 marks one hundred years for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament serving the African 

American community in the Fairfax area. One of many celebrations being planned for the year. Please plan to 

join us.  
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We have begun the planning sessions for the 100th Anniversary Mass. The next meeting will be via Zoom, 

February 17th at 7pm. Please see Fr. Gary for the link to the meeting. The initial committees have been 

formed, to assist with any aspect of the planning: Refreshments/Food: Lorraine Bradley; Hospitality: Irene 

Morrison; Souvenirs: Carol Morrison; Ads/Program Book: Phillis Fuller Clipps. 

Ministry to the Incarcerated - A Welcome Back and New Beginning virtual retreat open to current, past, and 
prospective Prison Ministry Volunteers - “See, I Am Doing Something New!”  (Isaiah 43:19) - A Prison Ministry 
Retreat, Feb 12, 9:30-11:30 am, via Zoom, open to current, past, and prospective Prison Ministry Volunteers. 
Contact Judy Liederbach < jliederbach@dioceseofcleveland.org > to register. 
 
Legal Aid Society - Due to the surge in COVID cases, our brief advice clinics, normally held at Cleveland Public 
Library, will be virtual in February 2022. All sessions will be conducted via phone or video call. Interested 
clients can register by visiting < lasclev.org > and clicking on “events” for the most recent info and details for 
all of our clinics. In the meantime, Legal Aid is open 24/7 online - taking intake applications at that link. To 
follow up on the need to provide off-line help: potential clients can call Legal Aid for help during most business 
hours at 888-817-3777 English (toll-free). They also offer help in a variety of languages: English 216-687-1900    
Spanish 216-586-3190/ Arabic 216-586-3191/ Mandarin 216-586-3192/ French 216-586-3193/ Vietnamese 
216-586-3194/ Russian 216-586-3195/ Swahili 216-586-3196/ Community members with questions about a 
housing issue can call our Tenant Info Line (216-861-5955 or 440-210-4533) anytime. For employment 
questions, community members can call our Worker Info Line (216-861-5899 or 440-210-4532). 

 
You are Kindly Asked to Wear a Mask while in the church. For the safety of all who worship at Catholic 
parishes, Bishop Malesic strongly encourages you – whether vaccinated or not vaccinated – to wear a face 
mask while attending Mass indoors. All who want to attend Mass, and who are otherwise vulnerable, should 
feel safe and welcome inside our sacred spaces. You also might want to consider wearing a face mask for 
other indoor gatherings, especially for those not yet fully vaccinated. 
 
Bishops’ Statement on Vaccines As COVID-19 vaccines are now available to recipients across the country, the 
chairmen of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Doctrine - Bishop Kevin Rhoades, 
and Committee on Pro-Life Activities - Archbishop Joseph Naumann issued a statement on the new vaccines.  
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be understood as an act of charity toward the other 
members of our community. In this way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should be considered an 
act of love of our neighbor and part of our moral responsibility for the common good,” they wrote. The full 
statement from the bishop chairmen may be found here: < http://usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-
vaccines >. PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING FULLY VACCINATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR YOURSELF AND 
THOSE WHO LOVE YOU. 
 

Stewardship 
January 2, 2022 $     503.00 January 23, 2022 $     880.00 
January 9, 2022 $ 1,325.00 January 30, 2022 $   1,527.00 
January 16, 2022 $    336.00   
Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness to our parish. Your sacrifice is a blessing to our ministry in 
our school and parish. The amounts above do not reflect on-line contributions. Tax statements will be 
available January 31, 2022. 
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This essay originally appeared in the “Our American Story” series his essay originally 

appeared in the “Our American Story” series published by the National Museum of 

African American History and Culture. It has been edited for length and clarity, and is 

republished here with permission. 

African American Historian Carter G. Woodson, date unknown. Photo from Bettman/Getty images. 

No one has played a greater role in helping all Americans know the Black past than 

Carter G. Woodson, the individual who created Negro History Week in Washington, 

D.C., in February 1926. 

Woodson was the second Black American to receive a Ph.D. in history from Harvard—following W.E.B. Du Bois 
by a few years. To Woodson, the Black experience was too important simply to be left to a small group of 
academics. Woodson believed that his role was to use Black history and culture as a weapon in the struggle for 
racial uplift. By 1916, Woodson had moved to D.C. and established the “Association for the Study of Negro Life 
and Culture,” an organization whose goal was to make Black history accessible to a wider audience. Woodson 
was a strange and driven man whose only passion was history, and he expected everyone to share his passion. 
This impatience led Woodson to create Negro History Week in 1926, to ensure that schoolchildren would be 
exposed to Black history. Woodson chose the second week of February to celebrate the birthdays of Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. 
 
It is important to realize that Negro History Week was not born in a vacuum. The 1920s saw the rise in interest 
in African American culture that was represented by the Harlem Renaissance, where writers such as Langston 
Hughes, Georgia Douglas Johnson, and Claude McKay wrote about the joys and sorrows of Blackness. 
Meanwhile, musicians like Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Jimmie Lunceford captured the new rhythms 
of the cities created in part by the thousands of Black Southerners who migrated to urban centers like 
Chicago. And artists like Aaron Douglas, Richmond Barthe, and Lois Jones created images that celebrated 
Blackness and provided more positive images of the African American experience. 
 
Woodson hoped to build upon this creativity and further stimulate interest through Negro History Week. He 
had two goals: One was to use history to prove to White America that Black people had played important roles 
in the creation of America and thereby deserved to be treated equally as citizens. By celebrating heroic Black 
figures—be they inventors, entertainers, or soldiers—Woodson essentially hoped to prove our worth, and by 
proving our worth, he believed that equality would soon follow. His other goal was to increase the visibility of 
Black life and history, at a time when few newspapers, books, and universities took notice of the Black 
community, except to dwell upon the negative. Ultimately Woodson believed Negro History Week—which 
became Black History Month in 1976—would be a vehicle for racial transformation forever. 
 
The question that faces us today is whether or not Black History Month is still relevant. Is it still a vehicle for 
change? Or has it simply become one more school assignment that has limited meaning for children? Has 
Black History Month become a time when television and the media stack their Black material? Or is it a useful 
concept whose goals have been achieved? After all, few—except the most ardent rednecks— could deny the 
presence and importance of African Americans to American society. Or as my then-14-year-old daughter, 
Sarah, put it: “I see Colin Powell every day on TV. All my friends—Black and White—are immersed in Black 
culture through music and television. And America has changed dramatically since 1926. Is not it time to retire 

mailto:https://asalh.org/about-us/our-history/
mailto:https://asalh.org/about-us/our-history/
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Black History Month, as we have eliminated ‘White’ and ‘colored’ signs on drinking fountains?” I will spare you 
the three-hour lesson I gave her. 
 
I would like to suggest that despite the profound change in race relations that has occurred in our lives, Carter 
G. Woodson’s vision for Black history as a means of transformation and change is still quite relevant and quite 
useful. African American History Month, with a bit of tweaking, is still a beacon of change and hope that is still 
surely needed in this world. The chains of slavery are gone—but we are all not yet free. The great diversity 
within the Black community needs the glue of the African American past to remind us of not just how far we 
have traveled but lo, how far there is to go. 
 
The Power of Inspiration 
One thing has not changed: We still need to draw inspiration and guidance from the past. And through that 
inspiration, people will find tools and paths that will help them live their lives. Who could not help but be 
inspired by Martin Luther King’s oratory, commitment to racial justice, and his ultimate sacrifice? Or by the 
arguments of William and Ellen Craft, or Henry “Box” Brown, who used great guile to escape from slavery. 
Who could not draw substance from the creativity of Madam C.J. Walker or the audacity and courage of prize 
fighter Jack Johnson? Who could not continue to struggle after listening to the mother of Emmett Till share 
her story of sadness and perseverance? 
 
I know that when life is tough, I take solace in the poetry of Paul Laurence Dunbar, Langston Hughes, Nikki 
Giovanni, or Gwendolyn Brooks. And I find comfort in the rhythms of Louis Armstrong, Sam Cooke, or Dinah 
Washington. And I draw inspiration from the anonymous slave who persevered so that the culture could 
continue. 
 
Let me conclude by re-emphasizing that Black History Month continues to serve us well, in part because 
Woodson’s creation is as much about today as it is about the past. Experiencing Black History Month every 
year reminds us that history is not dead or distant from our lives. 
 
Rather, I see the African American past in the way my daughter’s laugh reminds me of my grandmother. I 
experience the African American past when I think of my grandfather choosing to leave the South rather than 
continue to experience sharecropping and segregation, or when I remember sitting in the backyard listening 
to old men tell stories. Ultimately, African American History—and its celebration throughout February—is just 
as vibrant today as it was when Woodson created it 96 years ago. That’s because it helps us to remember 
there is no more powerful force than a people steeped in their history. And there is no higher cause than 
honoring our struggle and ancestors by remembering. 
 

LONNIE G. BUNCH III  is an American educator and historian. Bunch is the 14th Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution, the first African American and first historian to serve as head of the Smithsonian. He has spent 
most of his career as a history museum curator and administrator. His recent book, A Fool’s Errand: Creating 
the National Museum of African American History and Culture in the Age of Bush, Obama, and Trump, 
chronicles the making of the museum that has become one of the most popular destinations in Washington, 
D.C.  

 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/authors/lonnie-bunch
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